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Development of heavier Group 2 metal chemistry (Ca, Sr, Ba) and Zn; use of early main group
organometallics (especially calcium) in catalysis; advocating the many similarities of early main
group and transition metal chemistry; synthesis and applications of early main group metal and

Current research
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zinc hydrides; use of molecular compounds in investigations towards hydrogen storage;
development of benzyllanthanide chemistry/applications in catalysis and luminescence;
polymerization catalysis with Mg, Ca, Sr, Ba, Zn, Group 3 and 4 metal species; use and
application of extraordinary large cyclopentadienyl ligands (Cp
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When I was eighteen I wanted to be ... an astronaut—the ultimate travel

experience.

Young people should study chemistry because ...

it is the science that strives to achieve complete

understanding and control over matter, that is, the world we live in.

I am waiting for the day when someone will discover ... transport by teleportation—a “Beam me up,

Scotty!” device.

If I could be described as an animal it would be ...

a mountain eagle—ever since an eye-to-eye

paragliding experience beside one of those majestic birds I keep dreaming of such freedom and ability

to fly.

My favorite book is ... “Surely, You‘re Joking, Mr. Feynman! (Adventures of a Curious Character)”
by Richard P. Feynman, a book that not only has historical value but shows that science can be fun when

applied to everyday life.
My motto is ... keep it simple!
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